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tuous liquors during the intervals of their dances. I need scarce-
ly say what would be the consequences if we were to imitate
this custom. How shameful to us is the case of an Indian Prince
which is being discussed in the newspapers just now in all its
hideous detail?
UNCHECKED EXPENDITURE
Another complaint is made in connection with the unchecked
expenditure of Princes and Chiefs. Much of this is difficult to
defend. Princes may have the right to spend money on luxuries
and pleasure within limit. But I tale it that even they do not
wish for unrestricted liberty in this matter.
REVENUE SYSTEM
The revenue system in the States is also not free from blame,
I am confident that their imitation of the British system has done
a great injury to their subjects- The British revenue system may
have a shadow of justification if we grant that it is morally right
for a handful of Englishmen to maintain their hold over our coun-
try in any and every circumstance. There can be no such plea of
compelling necessity in the case of the Indian Princes. They have
nothing to fear from their subjects as their existence is never in
danger. They do not need a large military force; no Prince has
got this and the British would never permit it. Still they levy a
taxation far beyond the capacity of the subjects to pay. I am
pained to observe that our ancient tradition that revenue is in-
tended only for popular welfare has been receiving but scant res-
pect.
"ABKARl"
The Princes* imitation of the British Abkari Department in
order to increase their revenue is particularly distressing. It is said
that abkari is an ancient curse in India. I do not believe it to be
so in the sense in which it is put. Princes in ancient times perhaps
derived some revenue from the liquor traffic, but they never made
the people the slaves of drink that they are now* Even granting
that I am wrong that abkari in its present form has not been in
existence from times immemorial, still I do not subscribe to the
superstition that everything is good because it is ancient* I do
not believe either that anything is good because it is Indian.
He who runs may see that opium and such other intoxicants and
narcotics stupefy a man's soul and reduce him to a level k>war
than that of beasts. Trade in them is demonstrably sinfui Indian
States should close all liquor shops and thus set a good example